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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE      January 26, 2021 
 
Contact:  
Drew Smith  
Executive Director 
Friends Council on Education 
Drew@friendscouncil.org 
215-241-7289 
 
 
 
Insurgency, Inauguration, Our Children 
 

On January 6, 2021, citizens of our country, including school children, witnessed an 
armed insurrection against our nation’s Capitol building; an insurrection led by 
individuals who chose to fly the flag of white supremacy and anti-Semitism in order to 
disrupt the peaceful transfer of power from the current President to the duly-elected 
President Elect. The insurrection was characterized by violence, disregard for norms of 
good citizenship, and the use of language and symbols intended to do harm. 

 
Friends Council on Education and our member schools are compelled to advocate for 
justice, decency, and civility when groups or individuals threaten these practices and 
other widely held democratic and constitutional principles. The events of January 6th in 
our Nation’s Capital (Washington, DC)  exceed our threshold for public response. 

 
Quaker schools are committed to teaching students habits of heart and mind that insist 
upon a disposition of openness and respect for every member of our community 
regardless of race, ethnicity, religion, socioeconomic status, sex, sexual orientation, 
place of national origin, gender identity, or gender expression. We believe that such a 
disposition towards our fellow citizens should be the core building block of our 
citizenship in the United States.    

 
To draw on the words of Sidwell Friends School Head, Bryan Garman, “In the wake of 
political rancor, racist violence, and a devastating pandemic, we are called to remind our 
children and ourselves that words matter, respect matters, civility matters, democracy 
matters.”  We are also called to affirm that every child in our country is beloved to us and 
that we are committed to creating environments for them not only of inclusiveness but of 
belonging. 

 
Friends Council and our member school communities remain committed, now more than 
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ever, to the qualities of citizenship and civil society that are driven by the Quaker practices of 
peace, integrity, equity and justice, community, and the nonviolent resolution of conflict. There is 
much work still to be done to turn hearts and minds toward becoming a society that is truly 
equitable and just. We seek a better world and cannot return to society as it is. We embrace the 
opportunity a new Presidential administration provides to work towards a more ideal society for 
all. 
 
We must all move forward in courage and perseverance.  
 
   
 
Respectfully, 
 
Friends Council on Education and Heads of Friends Schools  
 
Drew Smith, Executive Director, Friends Council on Education 
Deborra Sines Pancoe, Associate Director, Friends Council on Education 
Margaret Haviland, Head of Westfield Friends School, NJ 
Mike Hanas, Head of San Francisco Friends School, CA 
Karen Carney, Head of Chicago Friends School, IL 
Daena Berdougo, Head of United Friends School, PA 
Jenny Rowe, Head of Friends School of Portland, ME 
Mimi Ackers, Head of Goshen Friends School, PA 
Berna Artis, Head of School for Friends, Washington, D.C. 
Neal M. Brown, Interim Head of School, Lansdowne Friends School, PA 
Kirk Smothers, Head of School, Delaware Valley Friends School, PA 
Dana H. Harrison, Head of School, Newtown Friends School, PA 
Crissy Cáceres, Head of School, Brooklyn Friends School, Brooklyn, NY 
Brenda C. Crawley, Head of School, Plymouth Meeting Friends School, Plymouth Mtg, PA 
J. Samuel Houser, Head of George School, Newtown, PA 
Chad Cianfrani, Head of Oakwood Friends School, NY 
John Zimmerman, Head of Scattergood Friends School, IA 
Whitney Thompson, Head of Tandem Friends School, VA 
Angela G. Garcia, Head of School, Friends Community School, MD 
Janet Himel, Head of Chappaqua Friends, NY 
Brenda Esch, Head of School, Friends School of Wilmington, NC 
Christopher Kimberly, Head of School, Friends Meeting School, MD 
Rodney Glasgow, Head of School, Sandy Spring Friends School, MD 
Donnan Stoicovy, Head of School, State College Friends School, PA 
Matt Micciche, Head of School, Friends School of Baltimore, MD 
Joe McHugh, Interim Head of School, Richmond Friends School, Richmond, IN 
Kim Freedman, Head of School, New Garden Friends School, Greensboro, NC  
Karen Cumberbatch, Head of School, Carolina Friends School, Durham, NC 
Waman French, Head of School, The Friends School of Atlanta, GA 
Craig N. Sellers, Head of School, Friends’ Central School, Wynnewood, PA 
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Paul Lindenmaier, Head of Buckingham Friends School, PA 
Jon Hall, Head of Media Providence Friends School, PA 
Darryl J. Ford, William Penn Charter School, PA 
Ken Aldridge, Wilmington Friends School, DE 
Julia de la Torre, Head of Moorestown Friends School, NJ 
Joe Mueller, Friends School of Minnesota, MN 
Darrell Cotton, High Point Friends School, NC 
Debbie Zlotowitz, Mary McDowell Friends School, NY 
Bryan Garman, Head of School, Sidwell Friends School, Washington, D.C. 
Aaron Fowler, Wichita Friends School, Wichita, KS 
Matthew Sharp, Haddonfield Friends School, Haddonfield, NJ   
Tori Jueds, Head of School, Westtown School, PA 
Liza Ewen, Friends School Haverford, Haverford, PA 
Jill Dougherty, Head of Stratford Friends School, Newtown Square, PA 
Rich Nourie, Head of School, Abington Friends School 
Melissa Carroll, Head of School, Princeton Friends School, NJ 
Kathryn Park Cook, Head of School, Frankford Friends School, PA 
Maggie Chiles, Head of School, Gwynedd Friends School, PA 
Allyx Schiavone, Head of Friends Center for Children, CT  
Robert (Bo) Lauder, Principal, Friends Seminary, NY 
Andrea Kelly, Head of School, Friends Academy, NY 
Matthew Bradley, Head of School, Friends School Mullica Hill, NJ 
Ed Marshall, Head of School, Greene Street Friends School, Philadelphia, PA 
Dana Weeks, Head of School, Germantown Friends School, Philadelphia, PA 
April Ann Diop, Office Manager/Tech Coordinator, Friends Council on Education 
Elisabeth Torg, Director of Development/Communications, Friends Council on Education 
 
 
  #  #  #  #  # 
 
Friends Council on Education is the national association of 78 Friends (Quaker) schools 
in 21 states with international affiliates. Friends Council's work nurtures the Quaker life 
of schools, strengthens the network of support across schools, promotes Friends 
education through consultations, programs, and publications, and assists in the 
establishment of new Friends schools. 
 
     
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 4 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 


